In September 1849 Raja Ram Buksh became Minister a second time
when the financial credit of the Government was completely broken down
and was utterly hopeless. The Mundozi pathans, about thirty in number,
then placed their bedding in Raja Ram Buksh's public hall of audience
saying they would reside there till they got some of their arrears paid to
them. The Minister's house was deserted.

An Arab, named Sultan Ghalib, to whom the Minister had become
bound for the payment of several lakhs, took up his station at the door of
Raja Ram Buksh's residence, from which he-would not be dislodged otherwise
than by the payment of the debt Finding himself thus perplexed Raja
Ram Buksh sought the aid of Abdulla bin Ali and was eventually rid of the
Arab's importunity, but upon what conditions it is not known. Raja Ram
Buksh resigned in April 1851 when

RAJAH GANESH RAO

A man totally unaccustomod to the management of public affairs was
nominated as Dewan and he resigned in June 1851 after holding office for a
period of only about three months.

NAWAB SIRAJ4IL-MULK BAHADUR

Nawab Siraj-ul-Mulk Bahadur was then appointed Minister a second
time. When Nawab Siraj-ul-Mulk assumed the office of Minister, the
financial affairs of the State were most distressing. The revenue was
low and the collection irregular; the system of taxation was wrongful and
^unproductive. The State owed two crores and seventy lakhs of rupees to
Arab creditors. There was also a debt of fifty lakhs of rupees to the Com-
pany's Government. On every side the State was beseiged by creditors
clamouring for money. To such a push had things come that the State
jewels had had to be pawned and sent to England for sale in charge of one
Mr. Dighton who served the country for some time as Revenue Superinten-
dent It was at this critical time that '* the Berar agreement," was concluded
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by which the Berars and the border districts down to Sholapur with the
doab between the Krishna and Tungabhadra rivers, yielding a gross annual
revenue of fifty lakhs of rupees, were assigned to British management for
the purpose of maintaining out of the revenue of the Assigned Districts an
armed force of 5000 foot and 2000 horse and four companies of field
batteries known as the Hyderabad Contingent. This treaty was concluded
on the 21st May 1853 and signed and sealed by His Highness in open
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